Properties of Matter
 Center Instructions 





NPES Panther Pete Science Lab – Grade 2  


	Center 2:   Dancing Raisins

	The purpose of this center is to demonstrate the mixture of a gas in a liquid and to illustrate why and how things float.

Note:  The students may NOT eat the raisins, and may NOT drink the soda.

Activity 1:  

· Pour water into the small plastic containers, one for each student.  Explain that this is plain water.  

· Give each student 2 or 3 raisins and ask them to predict whether the raisins will sink or float.

· Tell the students to drop the raisins into the water.  Did the raisins sink or float? (sink)  

· Explain that whether or not an object floats depends on its size, shape and weight.  

· Pour off the water back into the pitcher and discard the raisins.

Activity 2:  

Now let’s see if we can get the raisins to float in a different liquid.  Show the students the bottle of soda.

Ask:  What is different or unusual about this liquid?  (It’s bubbly).  

Explain: What makes the fluid “bubbly” is a gas.  This is a mixture of a gas in a liquid!

· Give each student one raisin.  

· The center leader should fill the tall glass jar about ¾ full with soda.  (Hold the container at an angle when you pour, to minimize the foaming – this will produce a more dramatic result.)  Be sure to recap the bottle.  

· Now ask the students to drop their raisins into the soda, and carefully observe the raisins.  Did they float or sink at first?  Keep watching!  

· Then what happened?  (The raisins will slowly rise in the liquid, and when they reach the top, they will sink and the process will occur again.)  

Explain:  

· When they put the raisins in the “bubbly” liquid, the tiny bubbles of gas attached themselves to the raisins.  The bubbles help the raisins float.  

· The bubbles make the raisin float the same way a life jacket makes a person float.  

· When the raisins reach the top of the liquid, the tiny bubbles pop, the raisins sink, more tiny bubbles attach themselves to the raisins, and they begin to rise again.  

Activity 3:  

Now let’s another experiment to see what floats and what sinks.  

· Give the 3 balls to a student and ask him/her to quickly check them out.  

· How are they similar?  How are they different?  

· Ask the students to pass the balls around so that each student has a chance to hold them.

Now ask the students to predict which balls (if any) will sink and which (if any) will float.  Why?  

· Now ask a student to drop one of the balls in the basin of water, and do the same with the other 2 balls.  Were their predictions correct?  Which balls floated the best?










